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COMMITTEE  TITLE :  PWD Committee on Water Safety Plan (WSP) 

 
 
I. RATIONALE 

The existence of water is essential for life on Earth. It is needed, for us to survive and remain healthy. 

Water can dissolve many different substances, giving it varying tastes and odors. Humans, and other 

animals, have developed senses that enable them to evaluate the potability of water by avoiding water that is 

too salty or putrid. Water fit for human consumption is called drinking water or potable water. Water that is 

not potable may be made potable by filtration or distillation, or by a range of other methods. Water that is not 

fit for drinking but is not harmful for humans when used for swimming or bathing is called by various names 

other than potable or drinking water, and is sometimes called safe water, or safe for bathing or washing. This 

natural resource is becoming scarcer in certain places, and its availability is a major social and economic 

concern. Currently, about a billion people around the world routinely drink unhealthy water.  

Plaridel Water District supports the application of a risk management approach, called water safety 

plan to ensure the safe quality of supplied water. Water Safety Plan seeks to minimize, if it cannot be 

prevented, the  contamination of water source, treatment and removal of contamination , distribution and 

handling of drinking water.  

A water safety plan is a plan to ensure the safety of drinking water through the use of a 

comprehensive risk assessment and risk management approach that encompasses all steps in water 

supply from catchment to consumer. Cognizant of the plan as a management-oriented and cost 

effective preventive approach, their use would ensure that water distributed by Plaridel Water 

District, is safe for human consumption and that it meets regulatory water standards relating to 

human health. 

  There are three key components to any Water Safety Plan (WSP): 1. a system assessment, 

which determines if the drinking water supply chain as a whole is capable of supplying water of 

sufficiently high a standard to meet regulatory targets; 2. operational monitoring, in order to identify 

control measures in the drinking water system; and 3. management plans, which document the 

system assessment, describe actions taken during various operational conditions and define 

monitoring and communication plans. 
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On September 4, 2014,  the Department of Health (DOH) Administrative Order  No. 2014-
0027 on National Policy on Water Safety Plan (WSP) for all drinking water service providers, declares 
the development and implementation of Water Safety Plan by all drinking water providers as a 
national policy for drinking water quality management. 

Correspondingly, on September 9, 2014, the office of the general manager issued 
Recommendation No. 2014-09-055 allowing the creation of Plaridel Water District Water Safety Plan 
Committee to fulfill PWD’s mission of providing safe, potable and flowing water to as many 
concessionaires as possible at least possible cost. 

II. POLICY STATEMENT 

 Plaridel Water District supports the call of the international and local initiatives, declaring 
the development and implementation of water safety plan by Plaridel Water District as part of its 
mission for the district’s existence, that includes the United Nations General Assembly Resolutions, 
64th World health Assembly Resolution, 1987 Philippine Constituion (Section 15), the Code of 
Sanitation  of the Philippines of 1975 (P.D. 856), the Philippine Clean Water Act of 2004 (R.A. 9275), 
the Provincila Water Utilities Act of 1973 (P.D. 198), the 2007 Philippine National Standards for 
Drinking Water and the 2010-2016 Philippine Health Agenda. 
 
 
 

III. OBJECTIVES 
 

1. To create a working guideline to provide the stakeholder, best practice, efficient systems 
and procedures, to achieve high water quality standards, for the benefit of its 
concessionaires.  

 
2. To increase the awareness of stakeholders on water safety plan as a management tool, 

as an informative and prescriptive materials in the legal provisions, responsibilities, 
procedures, conditions and requirements concerning its effective implementation, 
through information dissemination. 
 
 

IV. SCOPE AND COVERAGE 
  

The development and application of water safety plan as determined by the committee shall 
apply to Plaridel Water District being a drinking water service provider, operating level 3 of water 
supply system, where almost half of the municipality’s households are dependent upon. 

 
The presence of uncontrolled risks of human activities and natural events and the currrent 

environmental changes, are threats to the safe quality of the water. Global warming, climate change 
and occurence of disasters and emergencies contribute to the vulnerability of water supply 
contamination. To prevent the spread of water borne diseases, the formulaton, planning, 
implementation and coordination of the PWD committee on water safety plan is being supported.  
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V. DEFINITION OF TERMS 
 
 
Control of water safety - The state wherein correct procedures are being followed and criteria are 
being met. 
 
Control of a hazard - to take all necessary actions to ensure and maintain compliance with criteria 
established in the water safety plan. 
 
Control Measure - Any action and activity that can be used to prevent or eliminate a water safety 
hazard or reduce it to an acceptable level. 
 
Control Point - A step at which control can be applied to prevent or eliminate a water safety hazard 
or reduce it to an acceptable level. Some plans contain key control points at which control might be 
essential to prevent or eliminate a water safety hazard.  
 
Corrective Action - Any action to be taken when the results of monitoring at the control point 
indicate a loss of control. 
 
Critical Limit -  A criterion which separates acceptability from unacceptability. 
 
Deviation - Failure to meet a critical limit. 
 
Flow Diagram - A systematic representation of the sequence of steps or operations used in the 
production or manufacture of a particular water item. 
 
Hazard Analysis -  The process of collecting and evaluating information on hazards and conditions 
leading to their presence to decide which are significant for water safety and therefore should be 
addressed in the WSP. 
 
Hazard - A biological, chemical, physical or radiological agent in, or condition of water, with the 
potential to cause an adverse health effect. Another word for hazard includes “contaminant”. 
 
Hazardous Event - A process whereby a hazard/contaminant is introduced into a water supply. 
 
Monitor -  The act of conducting a planned sequence of observations or measurements of control 
parameters to assess whether a control point is under control or whether the water meets quality 
criteria. 
 
Risk Assessment - risk assessment has the same meaning as hazard analysis. 
 
Risk Score - The score assigned to a hazard based on the risk analysis process. 
 
Step - A point, procedure, operation or stage in the water supply chain including raw materials, from 
primary production to final exposure. 
 
Supporting Programmes/ Requirements - The foundation activities required to ensure safe water 
including training, raw material specifications and general good water management practices. These  
programmes can be just as important as control points in controlling water quality risks but are used 
where application tends to cover long timeframes and/or broader organizational or geographic 
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areas. Includes general organizational supporting programmes as well as specific programmes 
targeted to particular risks. 
 
Validation - Obtaining evidence that the elements of the Water Safety Plan can effectively meet the 
water quality targets. 
 
Verification - The application of methods, procedures, tests and other evaluations, to determine 
compliance with the Water Safety Plan, i.e. checking whether the system is delivering water of  
the desired quality and whether the WSP is being implemented in practice. 
 
Water Safety Plan (WSP) – the use of comprehensive risk assessment and risk management 
approach that encompasses all steps in water supply from catchment to consumer to consistently 
ensure the safety of drinking water . 
 
Water Safety Plan Elements – the major contents of a water safety plan documents including (a) 
preparation of WSP team (b) water supply system assessment (c) operational monitoring (d) 
management and communication and (e) feedback and improvements. 
 
Water Safety Plan Processes – activities in the development and implementation of water safety 
plan such as preparation, review, assessment, approval, monitoring of implemention, and auditing. 
 
Water Safety Plan Guidelines – a set of standards, rules or regulations issued by the Department of 
Health or a deputized agency to ensure preparation, review, assessment, approval, monitoring of 
implemention, and auditing of water safety plan. 
 
Water Safety Plan Assessor – a person certified to review and assess the development and 
implementation of water safety plan in conformity  with water safety plan guidelines. 
 
Water Safety Plan Auditor – a person certified to verify the effectiveness of water safety plan 
implementation and its compliance to water safety plan guidelines.  

 
Water Supply Operator – the owner of the water supply system. 
 
Water Supply System – a combination of different components of a water system from source to 
consumer and classified as bulk water system, Level I – point source, level II – communal faucet 
system or stand post, level III – waterworks system or individual house copnnections, mobile water 
system and retail water system – refeilling station. 

 
 
VI. GENERAL GUIDELINES 
 
 Plaridel Water District , as a drinking water provider shall develop water safety plan for 
PWD’s water system within three years after the issuance of DOH Administrative Order NO. 2014-
0027 and ensure its implementation after its approval. 
  

VII. SPECIFIC GUIDELINES 
 
 To achieve the objective of the water safety plan developed by the PWD’S committee on 
water safety plan, the following strategies shall be carried out, to wit: 
 

a. Advocacy, Partnership and Networking 
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b. Capacity Building for Water Safety Plan Processes 
c. Development of Systems and Procedures for Water Safety Plan Processes 
d. Research and Development 

 

VII.  STRUCTURE AND COMPOSITION 
 

Based on the General Manager’s Recommendation No. 2014-09-055 to the Board of 
Directors, the  following PWD employees shall be the members of the Water Safety Plan Committee, 
to wit: 
 

1. GM Anne Tonette R. Cruz – Chairperson 
2. DM Roberto N. Hilario – Co- chairperson 
3. DM Gertrudes D. Dumaguin - Member  
4. Ma. Niza DC. Castro – Member 
5. Noimee E. Cruz - Member 
6. Garino SD. Lopez – Member 
7. Aurelio L. Casaje- Member 
8. Marifaye H. Ersando – Member 
9. Albert G. Ramos – Member 
10. Alexander DJ. Paulate - Member 

 

 
VIII.  ROLES AND RESPONSIBILITIES: 

Duties of the PWD Committee on Water Safety Plan 

 The PWD Committee on Water Safety Pan shall establish a standard operating procedure to 
govern its action and shall perform the following functions: 

(1) Compliance with the provisions of the DOH Administrative Order No. 2014-0027 and the 
applicable implementing rules and regulation of Presidential Decree No. 856 otherwise known as the 
Sanitation Code of the Philippines 

(2) Coordinate with the Local Government Unit (LGU) thorugh the Local Drinking Water Quality 
Monitoring Committee (LDWQMC) in the implementation of PWD Water Safety Plan. 

 (3) Submit for review and approval of draft Water Safety Plan to the Local Water Utilities 
Administration (LWUA). 

(4) Recommend to the Board of Directors for approval, the draft Water Safety Plan taking into 
consideration the pertinent provisions of the Sanitation Code and its Implementing Rules and Regulations 
and DOH A.O. 2014-0027. 

 COMMITTEE CHAIRPERSON AND MEMBERS 

The chairperson of the Water Safety Plan Committee calls the meeting of the committee and 
initiates the activities in the development and implementation of water safety plan. In cases of conflicts 
and indifferences in the committee members regarding varying modes of development of water safety 
plan, the Chairperson make the final decision as to which recommendation shall be submitted to the 
Board of Director for approval. 
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The members are clothed with authority to make  decisions in behalf of their respective offices 
during the various committee deliberations. The  members are expected to recommend as group or 
individually, and participate in the activities for the development and implementation of water safety 
plan. 

ACTIVITIES AND PROJECTS: 
 

Major activities : 

               The aim of water safety plan is to consistently ensure the safety and acceptability of  

drinking water supply. Thus, the development and implementation of a water safety plan 

should be followed, to wit: 

1. Set up a water safety plan team and decide a methodology by which a water safety 

plan will be developed.  

2. Identify all the hazards and hazardous events that affect the safety of the water 

supply from the catchment, through treatment and distribution to the 

concessionaire’s point of use 

3. Asses the risk presented by each hazard and hazardous event. 

4. Consider if controls or barriers are in place for each significant risk and if these are 

effective. 

5. Validate the effectiveness of controls and barriers. 

6. Implement if an improvement plan when necessary. 

7. Demonstrate that the system is consistently safe. 

8. Regularly review the hazards, risks and controls. 

9. Keep accurate records for transparency and justification of outcomes. 

       Proposed Projects: 

1. Workshop on Water Safety Planning as recommended by the World Health 

Organization (WHO)Guidelines for Drinking –Water Quality (3rd and 4th edition) 

2. Networking with the Department of Health (DOH) Region III Office, Local Water 

Utilities Administration (LWUA), Local Drinking Water Quality Monitoring Committee 

(LDWQMC)  for technical assistance extended, on water safety plan development and 

implementation. 

3. Advocate the LGU for the enactment of ordinance on drinking water. 

 


